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UNIVERSITIES 
1 THE CREATION OF THE NEW UNIVERSITIES IN 
CATALONIA HAS GIVEN RISE TO AN 
I IDENTIFICATION BETWEEN THE CITY AND THE UNIVERSITY WHICH IS HIGHLY 
STIMULATING AND POSITIVE. THIS IS THE 
ONLY EXPLANATION FOR THE 
1 COLLABORATION OF TOWN HALLS AND 
PROVINCIAL CORPORATIONS IN GRANTING 
. i-d-- - >  i URBAN SITES FOR BUILDING, THE 
CONSTITUTION OF THE ECONOMIC COUNCILS 
AND THE CLIMATE OF PUBLIC SUPPORT THAT 
J O S E P  L A P O R T E  1 S A L A S  G O V E R N M E N T  D E L E G A T E  F O R  U N I V E R S I T I E S  A N D  R E S E A R C H  
G E N E R A L I T A T  D E  C A T A L U N Y A  
n 1985, when the state trans- 
ferred powers in educational mat- 
- 
ters to the Generalitat de Cata- 
Iunya, there were 120,000 students. 
Now there are about 180,000. The de- 
cisive factor was the perfectly foresee- 
able increase in the demand for further 
education and, subsequently, the in- 
crease in the number of university stu- 
dents to a point which became unsustai- 
noble for a structure reduced to the 
University of Barcelona, the Autono- 
mous University of Barcelona and the 
Polytechnic of Catalonia, the three 
establishments that at that time went to 
make up the further education system. 
Obviously there are causes to explain 
this spectacular increase: demographic 
growth and the large-scale admittance 
of women for al1 university courses 
without exception, for one thing, the ef- 
fects on the population of an improved 
school education, for another, and a 
wish for betterment on the part of 
young people, who still today identify 
professional improvement and personal 
promotion with further education. This 
need not necessarily be the case, be- 
cause the overall educational system 
partly depends on the prestige ac- 
quired by the technical education centres, 
since only in this way can we avoid 
forcing the universities to undertake 
functions that distort their true mission. 
But it seems that the present situation is 
taking us towards an American model 
of further education in which almost 
50% of the population, at the corre- 
sponding age, follows a university 
course. Whatever the case, the figures 
speak for themselves: an increase of 
60,000 students in the last seven years. 
This, of course, has led to problems of 
finding land. First because the University 
of Barcelona, which had more than 
80,000 students, couldn't be enlarged 
due to the risk of becoming inviable in 
every way, of becoming practically un- 
governable and of being subiected to 
excessive budgetary, educational and 
managemental demands. Neither could 
the consolidated models of the Autono- 
mous University of Barcelona or the 
Polytechnic of Catalonia be distorted, 
as they were fulfilling their function per- 
fectly. Certainly, an alternative had to 
be found. 
The best solution to the university de- 
mand was to create a new university in 
Barcelona: precisely in the Plaga de Ca- 
talunya, as one rector had said in a 
categorical synecdoche. In fact, 80% of 
potential students in Catalonia lived in 
the Barcelona conurbation. There were 
other solutions that could attenuate this 
option: namely those involving the Ma- 
resme or the Baix Llobregat -in other 
words, the outskirts of Barcelona- as 
alternatives which in a way followed the 
successful formula used by the Autono- 
mous University of Barcelona and 
which, although slower, were rational 
solutions that looked to the future. At 
the other extreme was the possibility of 
setting up a centre or centres following 
the English rnodel of keeping university 
campuses away from large cities. The 
solution may have been a fanciful one 
but it was attractive .and consisted in 
what is sometimes called an Oxbridge, 
an allusion to the two British universi- 
ties. And then there were nucleuses in 
the large towns and cities away from 
Barcelona: Girona, Lleida and Tarrago- 
naIReus, centres linked to the University 
of Barcelona, the Autonomous Univer- 
sity of Barcelona and the Polytechnic of 
Catalonia, set up to ease the pressure 
on Barcelona back in the days of the 
previous regime. But making universities 
of them was a political decision. It 
wasn't the natural course of things. The 
financia1 effort this involved presented 
the risk that it might not solve, at least 
immediately, the enormous demand in 
Barcelona, that it might'condition future 
university budgets and cause confusion 
or unevenness in the distribution of 
these courses. But we had to find an 
answer to the growing demand for fur- 
ther education, and we had to find it 
quickly. 
The Inter-University Council of Catalo- 
nia agreed to prepare outline criteria 
by which to draw up a universities pro- 
gramme. For operational reasons the 
job was entrusted to a small group of 
people appointed by the universities 
and the Department of Education. They 
worked on it for almost a year and the 
criteria this working group proposed 
were approved by the Council at the 
meeting on 24 July 1989. 
In the study document there were two 
alternative proposals which were not in 
fact exclusive of one another: the so- 
called Alternative A, which involved the 
creation of a fourth university initially 
bringing together the colleges of Law, 
Economics, Business Studies, Informa- 
tion Sciences, and a School of Transla- 
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course we have no suitable network of 
university residentes. Furtherrnore it has 
not yet been possible to redistribute 
qualifications so that these universities 
are not just a repetition of existing 
models. And, even more, these centres 
don't only answer to the demand in 
their region, but also generate further 
demand. All this means that although 
their creation has eased the pressure of 
university demand, their function and 
their main success has in fact been 
something else. The creation of the new 
universities has given rise to an identifi- 
cation between the city and the univer- 
sity which is highly stimulating and posi- 
tive. This is the-only explanaiion fór the 
collaboration of town halls and provin- 
tors and Interpreters, and the Social cial corporations in granting urban sites 
School of Barcelona when it was trans- for building premises, the constitution of 
ferred. This was the project for the Pom- councils fully committed to the future de- 
peu Fabra University, an entirely urban velopment of the universities and the 
university catering first and foremost for climate of public support that exists 
the demand in the field of Social Sci- 
-one need only glance through the lo- 
ences. The so-called Alternative B in- cal press. Girona, Lleida and Tarrago- 
volved setting up universities in Girona, naIReus have greatly improved their 
Lleida and TarragonaIReus. weight in Catalonia as a whole and 
Two of the main priorities in choosing have managed to make the universities 
one or other of the two models was the powerful centres of economic, acade- 
territorial re-equilibrium in Catalonia, mic and cultural influence which are only 
which involved the creation of university conceivable in a university town. The 
nucleuses in other large Catalan towns, university faculties and colleges have 
or the need to find an immediate solu- helped to generate the urban fabric 
tion to the pressing problem posed by and are a source of pride for the towns 
the growing demand amongst the that house them. The option has shown 
population of Catalonia, which threat- itself to be viable, positive and one with 
ened to swamp the already consolida- a future. These centres have only just 
ted proiect of the Autonornous Univer- started their functions as re-equilibra- 
sity of Barcelona or to aggravate the tors of the territory. 
problems of the University of Barcelona. TWO paralle1 private initiatives complete 
The nature of events was inclined in fa- the scene: the Estudis Universitaris de 
vour of Alternative A, but the political Vic, an exemplary ¡nitiative which, with 
decision, which over time has shown the support of the town hall, forms a 
itself to be the right one, tried to rectify university nucleus -not yet a university- 
and irnprove this natural course of perfectly integrated in the region, al- 
things. ready consolidated and with an unde- 
The significance and the function of the niable future, and, especially, the Ra- 
Pompeu   abra University hardly need mon Llull University, this time in Barcelo- 
explaining, and the proiect is being na, an initiative by the Catholic Church 
carried out with the quality and rigour de- that brings together in an ambitious 
manded by a new university. The crea- project the previously scattered univer- 
tion of centres in Girona, Lleida and sity colleges of Christian inspiration. 
TarragonalReus responded to an expli- To this we can add local initiatives in 
cit political wish to re-equilibrate the Manresa, Igualada, Mataró, Vilanova 
territory: the iob of attending to the and Tortosa, which further extend the 
demand for further education has, fore- territorial network of public universities 
seeably, been accomplished only in and that help plot a far more complete 
part. In fact, the tradition of following university map which sets out to attend 
further education away from horne rationally to the demand, as well as 
-something perfectly normal, for exarnple, being a decisive factor in territorial re- 
in England- doesn't exist here, and of equilibration. @ 
